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Rangeworthy Parish Council 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR 

2019/2020 
 

Much of this report was prepared before the Coronavirus lockdown and it refers to events during the 

financial year 2019/20.  Where the effects of the lockdown have impacted on activities going forward 

this has been acknowledged when necessary. 
 

As you will recall from last year the Parish Election for Rangeworthy was uncontested, so we were 

tasked with co-opting one more Councillor to fill the vacancy.  In October of 2019 we were pleased to 

accept an application from Dave Moore who received a unanimous vote from the Parish Council for 

the vacant seat.  Cllr. Moore has lived in the parish for some ten years and has taken a keen interest in 

traffic and Speedwatch during that time.  We look forward to working with him and very much 

appreciate a fresh opinion to our proceedings. 
 

PRECEPT – I am pleased to report the Parish precept for 2020/21 has remained at £14,000.  This 

amount is divided between all dwellings in the Parish which means with more houses having been built 

to share the cost, there is a -0.3% decrease in precept per household – the only item on your council 

tax bill which is slightly less.  The Parish Council has received Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 

monies which is ring-fenced to improve facilities in the village, some of which has been used to pay for 

automatic hand-dryers in the refurbished cloakrooms behind the stage at the Memorial Hall.  There will 

also be S.106 money from the Harford Place development when it is completed. 
 

HIGHWAYS – The flood resilience work and Wessex Water sewer improvements were carried out 

during 2019 and were completed on time.  Inevitably this was impactful on all users of the B4058 and 

at rush hours there were often half-mile tailbacks at the traffic lights.  Time will tell if the work has been 

a success.   
 

Thanks to Cllr. Haigh and the Clerk who have researched further back into the archives, the Parish 

Council has discovered the strip of land to the west of the B4058 was absorbed into the highway in the 

early 1970’s and should have appeared on the Local Authority Highway Record as such.  This was at 

the time Gloucestershire County Council became Avon County Council and Thornbury Rural District 

Council became Northavon District Council.  It is possible that during the transition this was 

overlooked and the Parish Council of the day were not informed.  Subsequent Parish Councils have 

believed it belonged to the Parish.  However, SGC have offered the Parish Council a license to control 

and maintain the verge with regards to mowing and planting. 
 

The scheme to install the environmentally friendly LED street lights is scheduled to take place during 

September 2020 but at the time of writing this report, it is not known if this will be delayed due to 

COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

The Clerk can obtain more 30mph signs to stick on wheelie bins, so if anyone requires one, please 

contact the Clerk. 
 

Once again, to the residents of Patch Elm Lane which is still awaiting repairs, the Parish Council 

continues to remind South Glos Council about the deteriorating surface and ever-growing pot-holes 

(57 at the last count!) and we are told it is a non-urgent matter.  The Parish Council will continue to 

pursue this. 
 

PLANNING – To the astonishment of all Town & Parish Councils in South Gloucestershire, the 

examination of the West of England Joint Spatial Plan was shattered by the inspectors (Malcolm Rivett 

and Steven Lee) because of their significant concerns about a number of aspects of the plan which 

they considered to be unsound.  This was extensively reported in the local press and details can be 

found on the SGC website.  After six years of input from the Parish Council by way of responding to 

consultations, attending presentations and many late-night debates, this begged the question – what 

next?  The answer was, after each of the WECA’s voted, to formally withdraw from the JSP.  They are 

now developing their own Local Plans which will involve more consultations as before and will be 

advertised as the Plan progresses. 
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Building in Rangeworthy continues unabated – some sixty new dwelling permissions during the last six 

years, half of which are outside the settlement boundary (the designated area where development is 

permitted) and/or in the greenbelt.   
 

The Parish Council has opposed development outside of the settlement boundary in the strongest 

possible terms quoting SGC’s own planning policies which Case Officers have chosen to ignore, 

presumably because they have been in pursuit of fulfilling the requirement for a five-year land supply.  

It is extremely exasperating when many of the permissions have been granted on land which 

previously has had a planning history of refusals when all the same criteria exist with regard to traffic, 

sewers or access and are probably even worse now as time has gone by.  Until a new Local Plan is 

adopted, we are still working by the exiting planning policies which the Parish Council continue to bring 

to the attention of Case Officers and the Planning Committee at SGC. 
 

BIG SPRING CLEAN – The Big Spring Clean litter-pick was scheduled for the weekend after 

‘lockdown’ so had to be cancelled.  Hopefully this will go ahead in the spring of 2021.  Grateful thanks, 

as always, to residents who litter-pick throughout the year. 
 

PUBIC RIGHTS OF WAY – The Parish Council have not received any reports of footpath obstructions 

other than seasonal growth of vegetation or underfoot conditions due to the exceptionally wet winter.  

However, it has been brought to our attention there are still people wandering all over farmland where 

there is no PROW.  Please can residents stop these unauthorised ramblings; unless you have 

permission from the landowner – keep to the footpath and have dogs under control, which probably 

means on a lead and following the Country Code. 
 

RECREATION GROUND – The pavilion at the recreation ground is awaiting a makeover after the boiler 

pump sprung a leak which required new pumps to be fitted in order to keep them going over the 

winter.  It was decided a modern, more efficient boiler was required and a start date was pencilled in 

for spring 2020 when the lockdown came, so these plans have been put on hold.  There are sufficient 

CIL funds to cover the cost of this. 
 

Rangeworthy Football Club have experienced difficulties in recruiting new players and managers and 

for the first time in many years they have not been able to field a team in the Bristol & District League.  

During the 2019/20 season they could only send out a veteran’s team of, nonetheless, enthusiastic 

players and with their subscriptions severely cut they asked if the Parish Council would consider 

reducing their rental for the use of the recreation ground and pavilion by half.  The Parish Council was 

willing to accommodate this request as we are keen to see the continuation of the village football club, 

especially as they approach their 100th anniversary. 
 

WOODLAND – Thanks to the long-term idea of one of our previous Chairmen, Mr. Les Capstick and 

the Parish Council of the day, the woodland has fulfilled all of the anticipated aims and aspirations.   
 

Firstly, it has become a site for recreation and exercise for both human and canine and a retreat for 

quiet contemplation, especially valuable in these challenging times.  Secondly, it is a learning resource 

for the village school who have continued with their forest studies and last year installed bee and insect 

‘hotels’ amongst the branches.  Thirdly, it is now a viable habitat for all manner of flora and fauna.  Wild 

flower planting has continued with species pertinent to woodland as and when weather conditions 

have permitted; with an exceptionally wet winter followed by a very dry spring – this hasn’t been easy. 
 

Fallen branches and cut log piles have been left for insect and small mammal habitat; they are not 

convenient stacks for wood burners.  Similarly, please don’t cut sticks and brushwood during the bird-

nesting season, but do feel free to help yourself to apples, pears, blackberries, hazelnuts (if the 

squirrels haven’t got their first!) and rowan berries in late summer and autumn. 
 

BOOKSWAP – Thanks to our loyal group of volunteers the community library or ‘Bookswap’ continues 

to open every Tuesday and Friday afternoon from 3-5pm.  We are still receiving some wonderful 

donations of books so are able to update our collection and have an ongoing turnaround of titles. 
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The Rhyme Time sessions, very ably and imaginatively run by Maria Allinson was suspended in 

September as we ran out of children, but this can be reviewed in the future should the need arise.   
 

Tea and cake sessions (second Friday of the month) are well attended and you don’t have to be a 

book borrower to come along and enjoy some delicious homemade cake and a chat.  Sadly, all of 

these activities have had to be suspended until further notice due to COVID-19. 
 

After the elections of May 2019, we had not one, but three duly elected District Councillors – Cllrs. 

Claire Young, Tristan Clarke and John Lean have been very expedient in answering our questions and 

queries about all matters pertaining to South Gloucestershire Council and have been most helpful in 

dealing with planning matters, especially getting applications called in to the full planning committee 

which was proving to be increasingly difficult with the change in procedures in November 2018.  I am 

sure all my fellow Parish Councillors will endorse my thanks to them.  We look forward to maintaining a 

productive working relationship with them over the next three years as the new Local Plan is 

progressed. 
 

Special thanks to residents for keeping the Parish Council informed of matters that arise in the village 

whether its fly-tipping, missing street lamps, sewer problems and many other things that need 

attention.  We are especially grateful for the time and effort residents take in replying to planning 

applications as it is not always easy to access SGC planning website.  Your excellent letters quoting 

valid planning reasons for refusals greatly help in a request to get the application ‘called in’. 
 

As always, our hardworking Clerk, Paula Evans has had a busy year dealing with the much and varied 

information that arrives in the laptop each day and cascading anything of relevance to Parish 

Councillors.  This year Paula has been spending extra time creating a dedicated Parish Council 

website and an announcement when this is ready to launch will be made in the Parish Magazine.  

Paula has offered her administration skills and help to the volunteer group in the village who have been 

giving assistance to those self-isolating during the pandemic.  On behalf of everyone we thank Paula 

not only for her assiduous and conscientious work for the Parish Council but also to the community. 
 

I would like to thank my fellow Councillors for their unstinting support during the year and my re-

election as Chairman in 2019.  It is so much easier to do the job with the help of reliable colleagues 

who have the welfare of the village at the heart of our decisions.  A special thank you to Cllr. Livall who 

has retired from grass cutting duties in the village playground after ten years and has saved council tax 

payers thousands of pounds.  He continues as a valued member of the Council with his extensive 

knowledge of the village and common-sense approach – qualities I very much appreciate. 
 

Going forward we have the responsibility of using the CIL and S.106 monies wisely to create and 

enhance facilities in the village when this becomes possible, as we deal with and overcome the current 

restrictions. 
 

Finally, all of our lifestyles and routines have changed and the rapidity of that change has seemed 

almost surreal.  From a disease in a country on the other side of the world to the reality of a pandemic 

on our doorsteps, the midshaft to assimilate that fact has been enormous and the way it impacts on all 

aspects of day-to-day life.  Ahead of us we face many weeks of difficulties, fears and sadness but 

through all of this despair a very special community spirit has emerged. 
 

On behalf of everyone, I would like to thank all of the volunteers, neighbours and friends in the village 

who are helping those who are self-isolating and in need of assistance.  This is literally a life-line to 

many and will go a long way to relieve some of the anxiety of those finding it hard to cope.  These 

selfless acts of kindness will be much appreciated and remembered after this crisis is finally over. 
 

I sincerely hope all residents of Rangeworthy stay safe and well, and look forward to the future when 

we will all be able to meet up once again. 

 

Cllr. Wendy Moody 

Chairman – Rangeworthy Parish Council 

 


