
 

 

RANGEWORTHY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL VILLAGE ASSEMBLY HELD ON FRIDAY 

27th APRIL 2018 AT 7:30PM IN THE KING GEORGE V MEMORIAL HALL 
 

Those Present 
 

Parish Councillors:   Miss. W. Moody (Chairman)    Mr. K. Livall      Miss. L. Haigh      

Mrs. M.J. Steer     Mrs. M. Gilpin (Councillor & South Glos. Council Representative) 

Mrs. P. Evans (Clerk)            
 

Twenty three members of the public were present. 
 

Prior to the start of the meeting Cllr. Moody introduced all of the Parish Councillors and Clerk. 
 

1. Apologies for Absence 

 Mrs. Marsden and Mr. Powell 

2. Approval of the last Minutes of the Annual Village Assembly – 21st April 2017 

 The Minutes of the 2017 Annual Village Assembly held on Friday 21st April had been 

distributed.  It was proposed by Cllr. Gilpin and seconded by Mrs. G. Briggs and 

RESOLVED to approve these minutes without alteration.  All Agreed. 

3. Matters Arising 

 Patch Elm Lane – it was noted the 2017 AVA reported that Patch Elm Lane was in a 

very poor state of repair – it still is.  It would appear that patch repairs are carried out, 

only to be torn up very soon afterwards by heavy farm vehicles using the lane.  The 

Parish Council confirmed this had been reported to SGC on a number of occasions 

over the past twelve months.   

4. To receive report from the Parish Council Chairman – Cllr. Wendy Moody 

 The Chairman read out her report, a copy of which is appended to these Minutes. 

5. To receive Report from South Gloucestershire Councillor Representative – Cllr. Marian 

Gilpin 

 Cllr. Marian Gilpin read out her report, a copy of which is appended to these Minutes. 

6. To receive Reports from Parish Organisations 

6a. Hall Management Committee 

 As Chair of the Hall Management Committee, Fionna Vosper read out a report, a copy 

of which is appended to these Minutes. 

6b. Neighbourhood Watch Group 

 Mrs. Gill Briggs read out the following report - Membership of the Neighbourhood 

Watch Group had dwindled.  One further meeting will be arranged to see if additional 

support can be achieved.  If this does not happen there is a risk the Group will have to 

close, or it may continue on a ‘no meeting’ basis.  There is also the possibility of joining 

the Wickwar Neighbourhood Watch Group which is being explored. 

During the course of the year two caravans had been stolen from the Bagstone area.  

These caravans had been taken through a hedge and across a couple of fields.  The 

Neighbourhood Watch Group always try to keep residents up to date with telephone 

scams and scams in general.  The Group had received an observation that their Notice 



 

 

Board was not up to date – unfortunately because of age and weathering, it is difficult 

to actually open the Notice Board and information doesn’t stick well to the board. 

6c. Jubilee Committee 

 Mrs. Gill Briggs read out the following report - The Jubilee Committee is still going 

strong!  The 2017 annual Children’s Christmas Party was well attended and another 

one is planned for this year.  The Beer Festival will take place on the weekend of 19th 

and 20th May – the afternoon session on 20th May is planned to be a Family Evening 

and will include an entertainer and disco.  If the weather is inclement, there will be a 

marquee.   

6d. WI 

 Mrs. Marsden had provided the following report which was read out by the Clerk - 

Rangeworthy WI meets on the second Wednesday in the month in Rangeworthy Village 

Hall. We have over 30 members from a wide age range. 

We continue to organise and host an annual dinner and entertainment for the senior 

citizens in the village and a village Flower and Vegetable Show on the first Saturday of 

September. Flower Show Schedules are available from the Rose and Crown, Iron Acton 

Garden Centre and North Road Post Office. 

Our meeting programme is both informative and sometime constructive. During the last 

12 months we have learnt about Concorde, the Clifton Rocks Railway, and the 

medieval Newport Ship. A number of gentlemen of Rangeworthy attended these 

meetings. We also learnt about the life of a Third World Midwife, the adventures of an 

Auctioneer working at Wotton Auction Rooms, and the Thornbury based charity 

Jigsaw. Jigsaw is our charity for 2018. Money raised by selling cakes and coffees at the 

next Vintage Fair in the Village Hall will go to Jigsaw – a charity that supports children 

with special needs. We had a practical session making colourful Christmas pom-poms. 

Rangeworthy WI have a monthly craft evening that is open to villagers on the fourth 

Thursday of the month. 

Prospective new members are always welcome at our meetings. 

6e. Holy Trinity Church, Rangeworthy 

 The Church has had a good year.  Congregations are not large but have increased 

slightly this year.  The Church is known as a welcoming Church.  Morning Services 

continue each week, apart from when there is a Benefice Service which is when the five 

Churches in the Group join together for a service.  There has been the usual Festival 

Services at Christmas and Easter which are always well attended.  There were Carols 

at the Hall again last Christmas which again was well attended by people from the 

village with the usual brass band, mulled wine and mince pies.  The Church provides a 

number of extra meetings, which are normally once a month – there is a Ladies Group 

which have crafts once a month and either an outing or discussion on faith another 

month; there are also outings and a Christmas meal out.  There is also a Sci-Fi Film 

evening which is very well attended (mainly by gentlemen), but as with everything, 

everyone is welcome.  The Church continues to have baptisms and one or two 

weddings and funerals each year.  At the moment the Rector is on sick leave.   

6f Rangeworthy Primary School 

 The Clerk read out a report provided by Mr. James Powell, Head Teacher of 

Rangeworthy Primary School. 

I would like to begin by formerly presenting my apologies for not being able to attend 



 

 

this meeting myself, due to previously planned commitments. 

However, it gives me great pleasure to be able to provide this short report that covers 

some of the exciting events that have taken place at Rangeworthy C of E Primary 

School, since September 17. 

I would like to first of all mention and thank the collective Rangeworthy community for 

the very kind welcome that I have personally received since joining the school as 

Headteacher last September.  Rangeworthy is clearly a very happy parish to be part of 

and the school thrives as a result of the commitment and enthusiasm of the pupils and 

parents it serves. 

The school has a very nurturing approach and the individual children all make good 

approach. All the children really enjoy the opportunity to fully immerse themselves in all 

activities and topics covered. 

The school has recently been visited by OFSTED (January 18) and this visit reinforced 

the judgement that Rangeworthy is a good school.  Some of the quotations taken from 

the report are as follows: 

“Pupils are very sociable, happy and well mannered. Teachers develop good 
relationships with pupils and have high expectations of their achievement. This helps 
pupils to develop positive attitudes to learning.” 

“All staff have a good understanding of pupils’ specific needs, particularly the needs of 
those who are vulnerable.” 

The overwhelming majority of parents are pleased with the work of the school. Typical 
comments include, ‘This is a fabulous village school with a real family feel’ and 
‘Teachers are approachable and engaging.’ 

Some of the many activities completed at the school over this academic year have 

included fundraising for MacMillan and Sports Relief, church services held at Holy 

Trinity Church, whole school trip to St Fagan’s Open Air Museum and many more fun 

activities. 

I would like to finish by thanking all of the stakeholders (Governors, parents, School 

Association, staff and volunteers) that contribute so much towards making 

Rangeworthy the fabulous school that it is. 

7. To consider planting an Oak tree in the Community Woodland to Commemorate the 

100th Anniversary of the end of WWI. 

 The 2018 Remembrance Day falls on Sunday 11th November.  Following discussions, 

those present at the AVA considered it appropriate to plan an English Oak tree in the 

central clearing of the Community Woodland to commemorate the 100th Anniversary of 

the end of WWI.  This would replace the Horse Chestnut tree which unfortunately is 

diseased.  The Parish Council would explore plans to involve children from the village 

Primary School. 

8. To receive the Parish Council’s Draft Unaudited Accounts for 2017/18 

 The Clerk provided copies of the Parish Council’s draft unaudited accounts for 

2017/18.  The accounts showed a closing balance of £25,438.32 (including uncashed 

cheques and S106 monies of £4,320.74 and CIL of £2,926.02).  It was proposed by 

Cllr. Steer, seconded by Cllr. Gilpin and RESOLVED to approve the draft unaudited 



 

 

Accounts for 2017/18.  All Agreed. 

9. Open Question Time  

 A new fastening would be put on the gate to the play area.  This would be done on 28th 

April 2018. 

The issue of a lack of a 5-year land bank within SGC was discussed.  It was noted that 

this problem was exacerbated by developers obtaining planning permission for 

development, holding onto the land and not building as they waited for house prices to 

increase.  Those present were in agreement that a condition of planning permission 

should require developers to complete a development within a certain timescale.  This 

would stop developers ‘land sitting’.  Cllr. Gilpin confirmed that SGC and other local 

authorities are putting pressure on Central Government for this to happen.  

Concern was expressed by those present that SGC Planning Officers do not appear to 

listen to objections raised by residents.  Cllr. Gilpin assured residents that Planning 

Officers do take account of objections raised. 

Residents pointed out that they receive notification from SGC that a planning 

application is being made, but they do not receive any notification on the decision. 

Residents also pointed out that on the SGC Planning web site, the names of applicants 

are always redacted, yet anyone who submits a comment is not allowed such 

anonymity. 

Residents were encouraged to respond to the current SGC Local Plan Consultation 

which was due to expire on 30th April 2018. 

 There was then a discussion regarding the ownership of the grass verge adjacent to 

Pool Farm.  The Parish Council confirmed that the verge did not have a legally 

registered owner according to Land Registry.  It had been thought the verge was part 

of registered common land under registration number CL414, however following a visit 

to SGC offices and view the Commons Register, it had been confirmed the land had 

been de-registered as such.  In light of the recent planning permission for land behind 

the verge, the Parish Council had suggested to SGC that the existing entrance to the 

restaurant could be altered to accommodate the new development.  It was also noted 

that the road crossing strip had been put in that location as it had been considered to 

be the safest place.  The AVA also noted that this stretch of road is the most likely 

stretch for impatient drivers to try and overtake vehicles sticking to the speed limit.  

With the recent granting of planning permission at Kilgobbin House, residents felt this 

was fast becoming a dangerous stretch of road. 

 

There being no further questions, the Chairman closed the 2018 Annual Village Assembly at 

9.10pm 

 

 

 

 

Signed………………………………………..                             Date……………………………….. 

 

 



 

 

Parish Council Chairman’s Report – Annual Village Assembly 2018 

Presented by Cllr. Miss. Wendy Moody 
 

Another year has rolled around and with a full compliment of Councillors to share the load the Parish 

Council has worked through a great deal of business. 

 

Precept – The parish precept has been set at £14,000, an increase of 4.5% which will raise an extra 

£607, the first increase for two years.  The Parish Council has been asked by the Hall Management 

Committee to help fund the resurfacing of the front car park here at the Hall and it has been agreed to 

support this project to a maximum of £4,000 using the Community Infrastructure Levy budget.  I am sure 

we will be hearing more about this and a time line for the work from the Hall Chair shortly.  A new 

potential expense for the Parish Council is the implementation of the General Data Protection 

Regulations.  The Clerk has spent a great deal of time considering the implications of this legislation and 

it appears the Council may have to appoint, at considerable cost, a Data Protection Officer to scrutinise 

the Council’s data protocols.  Obviously, the Clerk cannot investigate her own procedures so a third 

party is required.  The National Association of Local Councils is currently studying this directive to see if 

smaller precepted parishes can be exempt from this onerous and costly regulation. 

 

Highways – There is not a great deal to report on highways except for the usual list of incidents and 

minor accidents, potholes and resurfacing requirements especially in the minor lanes, pavements 

needing cleaning, fly-tipping and rubbish to be removed, loose and rattling drain covers, sunken utility 

trenches, an endless catalogue of work reported to SGC.  The Parish Council continually notify SGC of 

work needed and are assured it is on the task register so we wait for action with patience and at times 

exasperation.  The 30mph speed limit is proving to be something of a mixed blessing; yes, we all 

welcome the decrease in speed for the increase in road safety, but now the slower limit is in place it 

opens up development sites along the main road which previously would have been dismissed because 

of access concerns onto a faster stream of traffic.  Perhaps a case of careful what you wish for. 

 

Planning – Planning matters have been busy and challenging during the last 12 months.  The final 

consultations of the West of England Joint Spatial Plan have taken place.  The Parish Council have 

contributed and remained engaged with the Strategic Planning Team since the inception of this plan in 

2013.  The SGC Local Plan (consulting for another three days until 30th April 2018) takes its place under 

and filters into the JSP.  A key role for the Local Plan will be to allocate sites for development as identified 

by the JSP.  Currently this proposes 1,300 homes will need to be delivered across the rural communities 

plus a further potential contingency of 500 more and has been termed ‘non-strategic growth’ as opposed 

to ‘strategic’ growth in Charfield, Thornbury, Coalpit Heath, Yate and Chipping Sodbury.  In the Local 

Plan consultation document SGC are consulting on how to accommodate this level of growth and have 

suggested three options which could potentially involve up to 35 different places including Rangeworthy 

and the surrounding settlements of Iron Acton, Falfield, Cromhall, Wickwar and Engine Common.  Details 

of this can be found at www.southglos.gov.uk/newlocalplanfeb2018.  So be aware there could be 

development on a site near you.   

 

As this plan has rolled out during the last five years, it has become obvious the smaller settlements 

between the towns and larger villages identified for strategic development will be greatly impacted by 

commuter traffic.  Infrastructure to create employment opportunities, easily accessible and fast 

broadband, reliable and cost effective public transport, health, education and retail facilities need to be 

incorporated into new developments as they are built, not as an afterthought several years later.  Villages 

will be in a constant state of gridlock if due consideration is not given to these needs.  Only this week I 

heard the new and much heralded Metrobus Route 3 will not be able to stop at Parkway railway station 

because the road is too small.  This, after a feasibility study that took years and at great cost; the whole 

purpose of integrated transport is that it should be seamless and easily accessible.   

 

As anticipated by the Parish Council, since the granting of permission for 106 houses at Charfield on 

appeal, even though the site was outside of the settlement boundary, we have received an 

unprecedented number of speculative planning applications.  By the autumn of 2017 there were 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/newlocalplanfeb2018


 

 

applications for some 85 dwellings in the parish processing through the system and so far, 31, at various 

sites have been granted.  As statutory consultee, the Parish Council consider all applications within the 

planning rules framework, paying due heed to traffic impact, sewer issues, groundwater infiltration and 

flooding risk, greenbelt and settlement boundaries.  During this past year, observations and objections 

have been submitted on valid planning reasons and many residents have done likewise, so we have been 

disappointed our views have been dismissed by the planning case officers, particularly with regards to 

settlement and greenbelt boundaries which previously have been given due weight.  The Charfield 106 

was allowed because the Planning Inspector concluded SGC could not prove they had a five-year land 

bank and this example is quoted endlessly by planning agents in their applications.  We are hoping the 

new SGLP will give a clear definition of the settlement and greenbelt boundaries and that they will be 

adhered to.  We will all then be singing off the same hymn sheet. 

 

Current, for your information, the granting of permission for 13 dwellings at Oakfield House opposite the 

Hall will mean the bus stop will have to be moved southerly.  This is a popular stop for children travelling 

to KLB School and the Parish Council has asked if a bus shelter can be provided.  Also, there are still 

applications in the pipeline for 64 dwellings, 14 at Pool Farm and 50 at Hollies Farm.  The Parish Council 

has no powers whatsoever over planning decisions but we do our best to represent the views of 

residents and try to ensure the growth that is allowed is sustainable and the least impactful on existing 

habitation. 

 

Big Spring Clean – The Big Spring Clean took place once again at the end of March and unfortunately all 

of the volunteers reported an increase in litter and with closer scrutiny came to the conclusion it was 

mostly rubbish thrown by passing motorists.  This is most disheartening for our regular band of litter 

pickers as not only are we dealing with the odd item which may escape from recycling boxes but 

imported litter from slovenly drivers passing through the village.  A new fine of £150 has been introduced 

for throwing litter from cars but how it is to be implemented is not clear.  Litter is a nationwide problem 

which is entirely avoidable but thanks as always to those residents who persevere with keeping the 

streets tidy. 

 

Defibrillator – The defibrillator was installed during the summer last year at the Rose & Crown on the 

south facing wall under the fire escape in the garden, so easily accessible but not too obvious to attract 

unwanted interference.  Since the installation an anomaly has been brought to the attention of the Parish 

Council and many other parishes, best described as the 200m rule.  If emergency services are called 

and the patient is located further than 200m from the site of the defibrillator you will not be directed to it.  

The thinking being, any further than 200m would take too long to fetch the machine and by this time the 

patient would be beyond resuscitation.  The advice is to commence and continue with CPR until an 

ambulance arrives.  Following this logic, it would require a defibrillator unit every 400m, an unlikely 

occurrence in any community.  Not wishing to appear flippant, but if you intend to have a cardiac arrest, 

do it within 200m of the Rose & Crown! 

 

Footpaths – The Parish Council have not had any reports of blocked Public Rights of Way except Green 

Lane which is a Grade 5 Highway.  This has become overgrown with vegetation in places and has been 

reported to SGC several times.  One of the sites that has a planning application pending has a network of 

footpaths across it and will need to be monitored if permission is granted to ensure the rights of way are 

preserved and not impeded in anyway during and after potential building work. 

 

Pavilion – You will recall in last years budget the Parish Council allowed extra funds for repairs and 

improvements at the pavilion, so I am pleased to report the shower heads have been replaced, the 

defunct referee’s shower has been removed and replaced with a very useful storage cupboard and the 

trophy cabinet is now handing on the wall.  The Football Club themselves made an excellent job of 

painting the walls and floor.  There will be Section 106 monies from the housing development which have 

been granted planning permission and this is specifically ring-fenced for improvements to recreation 

facilities so in the fullness of time, when the money becomes available, we will be able to do more work at 

the Pavilion. 

 



 

 

Woodland – Anyone who has taken a walk in the woodland during the past year will have noticed the 

improvement the careful thinning of trees has created.  The opening up of the dense canopy to allow 

dappled light to filter through has made the ideal environment for woodland flowers and as soon as 

ground conditions permit, 1,000 each of snowdrops, native bluebells and Narcissi Poeticus, together 

with two hundred wild flower plus will be planted.  The Chestnut tree in the central glade has 

unfortunately succumbed to canker and has to be removed.  Whilst deliberating about a replacement we 

have considered planting an Oak tree in commemoration of the 100-year anniversary of the end of WWI.  

As tree planting time begins in November this would coincide with the approaching Remembrance Day.  

We can simply plant a tree or maybe make an occasion of it, perhaps involving the school, inviting the 

Vicar and anyone else who may be interested.  We would welcome your views on this during question 

time this evening. 

 

Book Swap – After the trial period from January to April last year and the positive feedback received, it 

was decided to continue with the Book Swap.  During the trial more volunteers offered their help so 

duties work out at one, two-hour session for each person per month.  Residents and their friends have 

been wonderfully generous with donations of books and there really is something to interest every literary 

taste.  Also, the Clerk obtained some large print and audio books from SGC Library Service, and there is 

a lovely selection of children’s books ranging from pre-school bedtime stories to teenage reading and 

everything in between.  New for this year is a tea and cake session on the second Friday of the month 

starting at 3pm, a chance to chat and enjoy some excellent refreshments, and on the fourth Friday of the 

month a Rhyme Time starting at 2.30pm for half an hour for babies and pre-school children.  Grateful 

thanks to the Hall Management Committee for the use of the Lister Room, all of the volunteers for their 

commitment during the year, especially during the cold and dark winter months, and the innovations and 

improvements which they have evolved and to everyone who has come along on a Tuesday or Friday 

and made the Book Swap a success. 

 

Thanks to our District Councillor Marian Gilpin for representing the Parish at Planning Committee 

meetings this year and fast tracking our concerns to the appropriate department of SGC.  Cllr. Gilpin has 

been appointed to the Health Scrutiny Committee which monitors various services including Sirona Care 

and Health and the Minor Injuries Unit, and has also been appointed to a scrutiny committee to observe 

and ensure that the SGC Cabinet system functions properly. 

 

At the next local elections Ladden Brook Ward will amalgamate with Frampton Cotterell and we will 

change from a one Cllr. Ward to a three Cllr. Ward.  This is because the number of District Councillors 

will be reduced from 70 to 61 to enable each Cllr. To represent an equal number of electors.  The Parish 

Council were consulted on this and it was pointed out the rural villages of Ladden Brook had different 

needs and aspirations from the largely suburban area of Frampton Cotterell.  Our views were unheeded 

and the change will go ahead so be prepared for a different look to your ballot paper next time. 

 

On behalf of the Councillors and residents, thanks to our Clerk, Paula Evans who carries out her duties 

with expertise and enthusiasm and has kept the finances on course.  Paula keeps us updated with the 

constant new legislation and advises us how this will impact on the Parish Council and implements it as 

required with well-honed accomplishment. 

 

Finally, thanks to my fellow Councillors for their support and work during the year and never more so 

than last December when our Clerk was taken ill and whisked away for emergency treatment.  I 

telephoned each Councillor to tell them the news and they were all very shocked but immediately offered 

to help in any way they could.  This enabled me to delegate various tasks and free up my time to deal 

with day-to-day phone calls and correspondence.  Between us we managed to keep the Council ticking 

over until the Clerk was well enough to return to her desk.  Thankfully Paula is making steady progress to 

full health and this incident has made us all appreciate the amount and scope of work the Clerk 

undertakes on our behalf. 

 

Thank you all, and good health in the year ahead.   

 



 

 

South Gloucestershire Councillor Report – Annual Village Assembly 2018 

Presented by Cllr. Marian Gilpin 

 

The Chairman’s report has covered all the activities of the Parish Council over the last year, and you will 

all be very familiar with the details of the housing developments which are coming to the village in the 

near future. May I say what a pleasure it has been to work with/listen to/ be involved with your councillors 

and residents over the past year. You have approached contentious issues in a calm and professional 

way and discussions have been constructive and informed. I have to thank you all for this. 

So, here are some key points from South Gloucestershire Council: 

In May last year, Cllr Tim Bowles from Winterbourne became the first West of England Mayor, and has 

set about appointing appropriate experts to deliver progress on Transport, Housing, Industrial 

Development and Training programmes across the region. These were the specific responsibilities 

devolved to the region when the new Regional authority was set up. 

Joining the new West of England Combined Authority has brought £1 Billion of new infrastructure funding 

to the region to be spent over the next 20 years. 

These are still challenging times for the Government nationally, and we, as a Unitary Authority, are 

seeking to bring down public spending, as far as possible without cutting essential services, and to make 

changes to ensure that the Council lives within its means. Our aim is always to get value for money. 

Waste and recycling: we have started collecting all recyclables every week and continued to collect 

black bin general waste fortnightly. Our black bins have been replaced with smaller ones, and both of 

these measures are already helping to increase the recycling rates, reduce the amount sent to landfill, 

and save £1 million pounds a year in landfill tax. There is already a 13% increase in recycling since the 

introduction of these measures, but we can still do better. If all the recyclable waste in the black bin was 

recycled, then the savings would be £3 million a year. 

New Bus Passes: We have introduced a new bus pass for those residents who are registered blind, so 

they can use their bus pass before 9 am. 

Severn Bridge tolls: South Glos cannot take all the credit for the reduction in the bridge tolls (£6.70 down 

to £5.60) but, knowing that the management contract was coming to an end, pressure was liberally 

applied by MPs and Councils on both sides of the bridge, and the tolls are set to be abolished completely 

by the end of this year. 

Library Services. There was general agreement that we would have to cut spending on our library 

services by £500,000. After some research, we have introduced a system whereby residents can use 

the libraries when they are unstaffed. No library will be closing and we are doubling the opening times. 

We are doing ‘more for less’ with our libraries. 

Unfortunately, the mobile library service to villages has had to be discontinued, but it is still possible for 

books to be delivered to the homes of vulnerable residents. 

Here I must commend the action of the Parish Council, the Village Hall Committee and the Jubilee 

Committee, in working together to set up Rangeworthy’s Book Swap sessions. These are providing not 

only access to books but also an opportunity to meet friends and chat over a cup of tea.   

Cost of running the Council 

Councils are often accused of using taxpayers’ money on ‘too much bureaucracy’. 

So we have reduced the cost of running the Council by cutting out meetings, merging committees and 

returning to a Cabinet form of governance. This has not only saved time, and therefore money, but it has 

also gone a long way towards streamlining decision-making and speeding up the implementation of 

decisions once they have been made. 



 

 

Surplus office space at Kingswood has been rented out, bringing in more money, without any reduction 

in services to the community in Kingswood, and leaving the Council Chamber and the very well-used 

Training Suite still intact. However, moving a lot of staff to Badminton Road has caused serious parking 

problems there, and the building of more car parking space is imminent 

Solar panels have been built on Council owned waste land, saving on energy costs. 

We have joined the government’s new Business Rate Retention pilot, which will increase the council’s 

revenue by £18 Million over the 3 years. 

Health Scrutiny Committee 

I was given a new responsibility during the year and became Chairman of the Health Overview and 

Scrutiny Committee. This means that my committee works with the North Bristol NHS Trust, the Clinical 

Commissioning Group, the Health and Wellbeing Committee, and Social Services with the aim of 

improving health and welfare services to all of our communities. Our biggest challenges this year have 

been Delayed transfer of patients out of hospital, the Minor Injuries Service (which aims to keep patients 

from attending A & E unnecessarily) and the continued delays and deliberations over the promised 

facilities at the Frenchay and Thornbury hospital sites. 

Housing, Transport, Education and Social Care 

Housing is a major challenge. We are still some 750 houses short of the 5 year delivery plan, and this has 

made it possible for a lot of speculative building applications to be put forward and to be approved. While 

the numbers for the five-year plan are not met, legal grounds for refusing planning permission are much 

reduced.  

Transport is as always, a major challenge for the council, but repairs to the Bromley Heath Viaduct on the 

Ring Road are due to be finished this week, which should ease some of the peak time congestion. There 

is now a Scrutiny Commission within the Council and one of the main issues under discussion is our 

relatively poor record in Secondary Education. Most of our secondary schools are Academies, which are 

run as independent businesses, making it hard for the local authority to intervene or influence the quality 

of education. We are looking at ways to challenge under-performing schools because as a council, we 

have a responsibility to ensure that our young people have the best possible opportunities. 

By far the largest area of responsibility and expenditure is Social Care – providing for the vulnerable 

members of our communities, young and old, with many differing needs and frailties. Social Care in all its 

forms takes more than 50% of the council’s entire budget, and, as we are all aware, this is an area of 

increasing demand as our population lives longer and needs more help. 

Thanks to the Parish Council and to all the community groups in Rangeworthy. You hold the village 

together in an incredibly positive way. 

 

Memorial Hall Report – Annual Village Assembly 2018 

Presented by Mrs. Fionna Vosper 
 

The generous financial contribution from the Parish Council last year enabled us to appoint a Hall 

Manager during the year. Emma Pattullo previously carried out the role of Booking Secretary on a 

voluntary basis and has now extended her duties to the day to day management of the hall, including 

replenishment of supplies, dealing with waste, monitoring the cleaning activity and everything relating to 

bookings and publicity. Emma has proven to be invaluable. 

During the past year the committee has retained its previous structure, with the addition of Jenny 

Eastment who is currently our secretary, taking on additional invoicing work in advance of her taking over 

the full Treasurer role. I am very grateful to Jenny for volunteering to extend her duties in this capacity. 

Our current Treasurer Marian Gilpin leaves this role at the end of our accounting year in June. I would 



 

 

like to take this opportunity to thank Marian for her hard work and the contribution she has made as hall 

committee Treasurer over the past few years. 

In March, the implementation of new waste collection arrangements by South Gloucestershire Council 

left us without any waste collection service but with no prior notice. They explained that we should not in 

fact have been receiving a waste collection service since our waste is classified as commercial. We 

negotiated with SGC to retain the previous arrangements temporarily while we explored alternatives and 

negotiated a contract with another supplier. Emma is making the arrangements with our new supplier, 

however we now incur a cost for a waste collection service where we previously did not. 

This together with the first review of our charges since 2015 has lead to us having to increase our 

charging rates for customers. We have also reviewed the charging schedule more generally and 

implemented an hourly rate which is fairer and easier to manage. We are still competitive in relation to 

other local venues. We are also planning to introduce a deposit scheme for one off hirers as we have had  

a few issues with hirers not leaving the hall in an acceptable condition. 

We held a fundraising event in March where around 70 guests enjoyed a roast meal, cooked by Dan 

Long from the Committee and his friend Dave. We were entertained by Spectrum, the local singing group 

who regularly practice in the hall. It was a great evening and raised around £700 for the hall.  

These funds, together with a successful application to Member Awarded Funding from SGC, via our Cllr 

Marian Gilpin, together with a further generous donation from the Parish Council and use of some of our 

reserves has allowed us to fund the resurfacing of the main car park which was becoming dangerous 

owing to the many pot holes. The work should have been carried out this month, but the bad weather 

during March put the contractor behind. We are anticipating the works will be complete in the next few 

weeks. 

Finally, my thanks to all the remaining committee members and volunteers I have not mentioned so far, 

who put their time and effort into making the hall an attractive and safe village facility through activities 

ranging from ordering oil at the cheapest price, clearing out cupboards, programming the heating, doing 

maintenance and making cakes to sell for fundraising. These are: Eric Briggs, Liz Edmunds, Bryan 

Quinlan, Bob Cox, Keith Livall, Chris Turner and Mike Marsden. 

 


